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Play Structure Analysis
Plays were and are still significant in the world of theatre today. Writing a play has to follow a certain structure that every author tries to incorporate in their writings. Father Returns is an example of a play the author utilizes the traditional play structure to highlights the events of the play. The author has done this through considering the important elements needed for a play. This paper analyses the traditional play structure of the play Father Returns
The play Father Returns is a linear and casual play. It is linear in the sense that the author has structured the play from the point of exposition to the major crisis of the play and climax. This play is based on a causality which makes it casual too. The author has structured the play from one event to the other; however, one event leads to the other. This is important to help the readers of the play to understand the event as they happen. As such, the author of the play Father Returns has utilized the Freytag’s Pyramid. The play has employed the elements and the components of the traditional play structure vividly.
The play starts with an introduction. The introduction familiarizes the reader to the play. This is through familiarizing the reader with settings, and characters of the play Father Returns. The conflict of the play is also revealed in the exposition. Following the first statement of the play, the setting is revealed to the reader. Otaka says welcome home which shows the setting of the play. The characters; Otaka, Ken’ichiro, and Shinjiro are introduced in the first part. 
Inciting incident is also shown in the play through the character Ken’ichiro. Ken’ichiro seems to be uneasy about the story of his father’s return. The unease light in his eyes suggests he does not want his father to come back to their home. This incident starts to shed light on the reader about the conflict in the story. Ken’ichiro’s tone openly shows the reader what exactly is the problem the family is about to face. 
Rising action is another component utilized in the play Father Returns. This component introduces the reader to the exact conflict of the story. Ken’ichiro starts to show exactly what he feels about the story of his coming home. After twenty years without their father, Ken’ichiro demonstrates his anger for his father. Rising action is shown when Ken’ichiro says that he does not want and do not expect for his father to step his foot on their door step.
The point where Ken’ichiro starts to scold his father shows the climax of the play. The rising action introduced the reader to the conflict, however, it was not clear why Ken’ichiro would not accept or expect his father to step his feet on the doorstep. When Ken’ichiro refuses to pass his father a cup, the author starts to introduce the reader to the climax of the play. It is here that the reader comes to know why Ken’ichiro was bitter with his father. Ken’ichiro does not recognize Sotara as his father because he left them to suffer at tender age.
After revealing the reason for hating his father, Ken’ichiro makes a decision to disown his father. This point of the play is known as falling action.  Shinjiro wants to help and retain his father home; however, Ken’ichiro thinks that would be the worst thing to do. He decides to make his father his enemy and everyone involved with him. Ken’ichiro makes this decision without considering the feelings of his mother, sister, and brother.
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